Craftsman Screwdriver Evolution 1950-2017 
Part Ill: Pratt-Read Production 2002-2009 


Codes 
PR: 2002-2009 
Q: 2002-2006 
R: 2002-2006 
S: 2002-2006 
Q PR: ? 
S PR: 2007-2008 
T PR: 2007-2008 
U PR1-3: 2008 
V PR: 2007-2008 
W PR: 2007-2009 
X PR: 2009 


Note: You can sometimes find additional numbers before and/or after the 
code. 


Background on Pratt-Read 
Pratt-Read was established in 1798 to make buttons, beads, and billiard 
balls out of ivory. In 1839 they started making ivory piano keys and later 
key mechanisms. 
In 1834 they started producing screwdrivers, but stopped in 1840, and 
started making blades and handles to sell to other companies. 
The company temporarily stopped making piano parts during World War Il, 
but continued to make screwdriver blades and they also made gliders for 
the military. 
In the late 1980s Pratt-Read stopped making piano parts and closed their 
South Carolina facility to make screwdrivers exclusively. 
The Craftsman contract started in 2002 and ended in 2009, when 
Pratt-Read filed for chapter 11 bankruptcy. 


In 2010, Ideal Industries acquired Pratt-Read, but didn't pursue another 
Craftsman contract because Ideal also owned Western Forge. 

Today you can find Pratt-Read screwdrivers under Ideal, Husky, 
Chanellock, and Menards Masterforce. 


The Screwdrivers 
Standard 
The design of the standard screwdriver never changed during this time. PR 
produced a neon green version. From c.2007-2009, PR produced Ball end 
hex screwdriver with a yellow thumb rest. 
Stainless Steel 
From about 2002-2006, a second "Stainless Steel" series was sold in the 
form of an eight piece set which retailed for $29.99. These are unrelated to 
the WF stainless steel screwdrivers of 1972-73, and their handles are very 
different, the PR having a clear quad lobular handle, and the WF having a 
black contoured handle with flats on two sides. The only codes | have seen 
on them are Q and S. The sizes included in the PR set are as follows. 
Slotted: % x 2%, 3/16 x 3, % x 4, & 5/16 x 6. Phillips: #0 x 2%, #1 x 3, #2 x 
4,&#3x6. 


Cushion Grip 
PR cushion grip screwdrivers were released between 2007 and 2008. 
Where they differ from their WF counterparts is in the grip and handle. The 
handle on the PR was cylindrical and the rubber grip was black, instead of 
the WF's triangular handle and grip. The torx screwdrivers were also 
different, in having a translucent green handle instead of WF's clear handle. 

Grip-n-Drive 
The "Grip-n-Drive" is a tool most would call "gimmicky." The concept is a 
ratcheting screwdriver without a ratcheting mechanism. It worked by having 
a foam grip that would spin freely and when you wanted to turn the screw, 
you would grip the screwdriver tightly so the grip wouldn't turn but the 
screwdriver itself would. They all seem to have S PR codes meaning 
2007-2008. 


| should note PR never made Craftsman Professional screwdrivers. 
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A T PR coded flat blade. 
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A set of neon green handled screwdrivers coded S PR. (Not my photo, 
from worthpoint.) 


Stainless Steel 
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A pair of slotted Stainless Steel screwdrivers. (Not my photo, from 
worthpoint.) 


A close up of the handles. (Not my photo, from worthpoint.) 


Cushion Grip 
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A pair of cushion grip PR screwdrivers. (Not my photo, from Wikipedia) 


Grip-n-Drive 


A close up of the grips. (Not my photo, from 2040-parts.com) 


